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concealed beneath more recent formations, and under the sea,
where Indeed they have been worked for a distance of over four
miles from the coast. The available content of the field is estimated
at 2,000,000,000 tons, while the annual output is about 1,200,000,
a large part of it being shipped to Ireland from WMtehaven and
Maryport. Hematite deposits with an exceptionally low percentage
of phosphorus occur in the Carboniferous Limestone, and are worked
in the neighbourhood of Whitehaven and around Ulverston in
Furness. The output, which is only about 6 per cent of the
output of iron ore in Great Britain, is insufficient for the needs of
the district, and it is necessary to import foreign ore for the iron
industries of Barrow and Workington. In 1846 Barrow was a
village with 300 inhabitants, but it began to grow when the iron
mines were connected with the coast, and it is now actively engaged
In shipbuilding and the manufacture of armaments. The discovery
of salt deposits in Walney Island has at the same time favoured
the development of chemical industries.
THE CENTRAL PLAIN, which lies between the areas of Palaeozoic
rock and the-Jurassic belt, is generally a flat or gently undulating
country. Over the greater part of the region Triassic and Liassic
rocks prevail, but in places Carboniferous strata come to the surface.
The Bunter sandstone yields a soil which, as in Cannock Chase in
Staffordshire, is often poor and infertile, and suitable^only for sheep
runs. On the other hand, the soils derived from the Keuper sand-
stones, while light and sandy, are usually more fertile and are well
adapted to arable fanning. The Keuper marls weather down into
a stiff clay which provides some of the best soils of the Central Plain,
but, being heavy and difficult to work, is generally kept under
grass. This is also true of the Lias region, though a highly intensive
system of cultivation has converted the Vale of Evesham into an
important fruit-producing area. Considerable areas are also covered
with Boulder Clay and aHuvium, and are generally fertile. But,
taking the Central Plain as a whole, it is not surprising to find that
over one-half of its area is in permanent pasture, and that only one-
tenth is under cereals, wheat and oats being the principal crops.
On the other hand, cattle-raising and dairy farming are extensively
carried on, and the best cheese-making districts in England are
those which are situated upon the Keuper marl.
Owing mainly to thfe presence of various minerals in different